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Privacy Statement to be read in conjunction with Children’s Health Ireland Privacy Policy  
Further information relating to the processing of personal data in the context of reviews and 

inquiries relating to elements of the paediatric orthopaedic surgical service at Children’s Health 
Ireland. 

 
Children’s Health Ireland uses personal information to deliver and manage care and treatment and to 
ensure that the right decisions are made and that the treatment provided is safe and effective. As part 
of the delivery of the service it is necessary on occasion to review the care and treatment provided to 
ensure that it is of the highest standard possible and to co-operate with other agencies tasked with 
the role of ensuring high quality and standards in healthcare. 
 
There are a number of reviews and inquiries underway in relation to elements of the paediatric 
orthopaedic surgical service at Children’s Health Ireland. 
 
As part of this process Children’s Health Ireland is required to process personal information including 
patient and employee personal information and share that personal information with various third 
parties. 
 
The purpose of this Privacy Statement is to provide an overview of the various reviews and inquiries 
and to provide individuals with details of how their personal information may be processed by 
Children’s Health Ireland in this context.  
 
 
The Health Service Executive (HSE)/Mr Selvadurai Nayagam  
 
The HSE has appointed an Independent Reviewer, Mr. Selvadurai Nayagam to carry out a review of the 
paediatric orthopaedic surgery service at Children’s Health Ireland and Dublin Hospitals. The HSE and 
Mr. Nayagam are joint data controllers for the purposes of this review. The Privacy Notice and Terms 
of Reference for this review are enclosed with this letter. 
 
As part of this review Mr. Nayagam has requested access to certain Children’s Health Ireland records 
which include patient and employee personal information relating to the paediatric orthopaedic 
surgery service. 
 
Children’s Health Ireland is legally compelled to provide the requested records to Mr. Nayagam (on 
the instruction of the HSE) under Section 38 (8) of the Health Act 2004 and pursuant to Clause 12.2 of 

the Service Arrangement between HSE and CHI. As it is legally obliged to share the information Children’s 
Health Ireland relies on Article 6(1)(c) of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)for this sharing. 
To the extent that medical information is shared such sharing is undertaken in accordance with Article 
9(2)(g) of the GDPR.  
 
 
The Medical Council  
 
The Medical Council investigates complaints against medical doctors. In order to carry out those 
investigations the Medical Council often need to have access to the medical records of the patients of 
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the doctors they investigate.  In accordance with Section 66 (1)(c) of the Medical Practitioners Act 2007 
as amended, the Medical Council has the power to issue a Summons compelling Children’s Health 
Ireland to provide any records it deems necessary for the purpose of its inquiry. Children’s Health 
Ireland is legally obliged to comply with this Summons by providing information requested. Children’s 
Health Ireland relies on Article 6(1)(c) of the GDPR for sharing of information pursuant to such a 
Summons. To the extent that medical information is shared such sharing is undertaken in accordance 
with Article 9(2)(g) of the GDPR.  
 
The Medical Council’s privacy policy can be found at https://www.medicalcouncil.ie/privacy-policy/ 
 
HIQA 
 
HIQA have a role in monitoring public hospital service against national standards, at the request of the 
Minister for Health.  HIQA are carrying out an investigation in accordance with Section 8 (1)(c) of the 
Health Act 2007 as amended. The Terms of Reference can be found at 
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2023-11/HIQA-TOR-CHI-Review.pdf. HIQA can compel the 
production of information in accordance with Section 73(4) of the Health Act 2004 as amended.  HIQA’s 
privacy notice can be found at https://www.hiqa.ie/reports-and-publications/corporate-
publication/hiqa-privacy-notice. Children’s Health Ireland relies on Article 6(1)(c) GDPR for sharing of 
this information. To the extent that medical information is shared such sharing is undertaken in 
accordance with Article 9(2)(g) of the GDPR.  
 
 
YOUR RIGHTS  
 
For information on your rights see our Privacy Policy at 

https://www.childrenshealthireland.ie/policies-statements/privacy-policy/ 
 
Please note that where Children’s Health Ireland are legally compelled to share information we have 
no option but to do so in other circumstances, where we share data pursuant to Article 6(1)(e) of the 
GDPR, you have the right to object to that sharing. However, this right is not absolute and we will 
assess any objections on a case-by-case basis considering their individual merit. 
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